
DRIVERS OF EROSION

 Coastal bluff erosion results from numerous interacting variables 
♦ Natural processes

♦ Sea level, climate

♦ Site specific drivers: Vegetation / Drainage / Underlying Geology
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Waves in Puget Sound are limited and are NOT the sole trigger of bluff erosion
Slide: Herrera Environmental Consultants



DRIVERS OF EROSION

 Human-induced erosion 
♦ Overloading top of bluff, cutting into toe of slope, 

grading
♦ Vegetation removal

♦ Water additions- increased 
surface water run-off

♦ Poorly maintained drainage
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